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	Old Orchard Primary School

SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 



Philosophical Basis

As part of Old Orchard Primary School’s environmental commitment we will endeavour to practice Waste Wise initiatives (reduce, reuse, recycle), promote energy efficiency, reduce water usage, increase biodiversity in the school gardens and encourage community participation in sustainability. Students will be involved in the planning and decision-making of environmentally focused units across all key learning areas. All of our school community will be responsible for implementing the above programs. Records and reporting on goals, costings and the progress of outcomes and other issues with each program will be provided to students, parents, staff and School Council. Community participation will be encouraged in all projects undertaken. A working team will be nominated for coordinating the Sustainability program.
Guidelines

1. Waste

· continue the development of a Waste Wise ethic within the whole school community
·  provide and maintain a healthy and aesthetically pleasing learning environment through the reduction of waste and litter 

· practice Waste Wise principles of reduce, reuse and recycle; 

· ensure the school undertakes green purchasing wherever possible 

· reduce the cost of waste and litter management
2. Energy

· control energy consumption and costs
· educate students, staff and the school community about best practice for use of energy consuming equipment and services 

· maintain and analyse records of energy consumption. 

3. Biodiversity

· improve our outdoor environment by planting trees that are compatible with our environment
· regularly upgrade play areas to make them more environmentally friendly
· educate the school community about incorporating biodiversity in our everyday school life
· develop our vegetable garden
4. Water

· encourage practices that will reduce water usage 

· educate all students in water conservation
· plant trees and shrubs that require minimal water
· maintain and analyse records of water consumption.

Evaluation 

Each of the programs will be subject to annual review by students, staff and School Council. This policy will be reviewed in accordance with changes in processes and priorities established by School Council.
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